
Council Questions – 10 April 2019

Q. Party Question
1. Labour 

Cllr Briggs

Does the Leader agree that programmes in schools such as No 
Outsiders which aim to recognise and celebrate all forms 
of diversity and difference and to ensure that discrimination and 
prejudice are not tolerated within our schools and our wider 
community are valuable.                                   Cllr James

I agree the No Outsiders programme is valuable. Many schools 
have used this, and similar programmes for some time in 
support of the National Curriculum which states that every state 
funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and 
broadly based, and which promotes spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of 
society, and prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of later life. The Council 
believes this enables all schools to make a significant and 
valuable contribution to society.

2. Labour

Cllr Kelly

Following the installation of the railings at the bottom of 
Walmersley Road in August 2018 could we please have an 
update regarding how regularly the Civil Enforcement Officers 
visit the area, and the number of tickets they have issued in the 
intervening period.                                    Cllr Sarah Southworth

Figures are only recorded for the whole of Walmersley Road, not 
for sections thereof.  There have been 452 visits and 12 PCN’s 
issued in the 5 months period from 1st Sept 2018 – 28th Feb 
2019.

3. Conservativ
e
Cllr O’Brien

How much has Bury MBC spent on multi-channel advertising in 
promoting the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework to date? 
Cllr N.Jones    

One of the main criticisms of the first round of consultation 
related to points about the lack of publicity and that it was a 
complex document that was difficult to understand.
We make no apologies for addressing these issues in the second 
round of consultation.
In terms of lack of publicity, the Council has written specifically 
to each and every household in this Borough setting out the key 
objectives of the GMSF and what it means for their locality – 
and encouraging everyone to get involved.  We were the only 
Local Authority to do so.

In terms of the specific question about promotional material, 
the Council has done a lot of work through social media to 
further encourage people to get involved and to attend the 
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numerous consultation events that were held.
This promotional material was more than just about advertising 
events – it was also designed to provide  more detail about 
what the GMSF is about and to help the public at large get a 
greater understanding of what the GMSF means for our local 
residents and businesses.

In this day and age, visual media speaks great volumes and a 
video was produced to explain what the GMSF was about – in 
terms of providing the land to meet the housing needs of a 
growing population and providing a basis for the future 
prosperity of the Borough. 

The cost of this was £2,475 – which equates to less than 1.5p 
per resident.

4. Labour 

Cllr Quinn

Can the Leader give us an update on the Radcliffe & Redvales 
flood defences?   - Cllr Skillen

The flood defences received Planning permission on March 26th. 
The diggers are now on site and the first phase will be 
completed by December and the scheme finished by 2021. The 
funding gap of £7m was provided by the government after the 
successful parliamentary lobby by Bury and Rochdale which was 
organised by Cllr Quinn.

The fact that Bury was prepared to provide £2m of its own 
money to the partnership funding along with £3m from the 
North West Rivers, Floods & Coastal Committee of which Cllr 
Quinn is a member also was a factor.

Storm Gareth showed us that extreme weather events are now 
becoming the norm and that's why our flood defences need to 
be completed asap.

5. Labour

Cllr Quinn

Can the Leader tell us what measures the council is undertaking 
to cut down on the amount of single use plastic?      Cllr Thomas

An audit of plastic used by Bury Council has been completed. On 
March 7th Bury held the first ever GM Plastics workshop where 
all ten GM authorities worked on a strategy to cut down on the 
use of plastics in the public sector then to share best practice 
with the private sector.

Also working with the charity Refill and United Utilities we have 
installed 4 public water fountains in Bury.  There are two 
in Prestwich and one each in Radcliffe & Ramsbottom. Public 
reaction on social media has been very encouraging and we 
hope that these fountains will encourage residents to cut down 
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on buying singe use plastic bottles.

6. Conservativ
e

Cllr O’Brien

Has Bury MBC undertaken its own evidence based assessment 
of the number of new homes our Borough requires over the next 
19 years, and if so can the Leader confirm how many new 
homes he believes our Borough requires over the lifetime of the 
GMSF? Cllr.J.Harris

The Council has not commissioned any additional assessment of 
housing need over and above the Government’s standard 
methodology.

This is because the Government has made it clear that it 
expects local authorities to use the Government’s standard 
methodology to determine the minimum number of homes 
required for each local authority.  

The Government guidance states at an alternative method of 
identifying needs should only be used in exceptional 
circumstances.  

And on this point – planning guidance clearly states that an 
alternative methodology that produces a higher figure is likely 
to be supported as this exceeds the minimum starting point set 
out by the Government.

Conversely, it stresses that the use of an alternative approach 
that results in a lower figure will need to provide robust 
evidence to justify why they have deviated from the standard 
method.   The Government also states that an alternative 
approach would need to reflect current and future demographic 
trends – which in effect means using the 2014 household 
projections. So it is not clear how an alternative approach would 
even be able to produce a lower figure in the first instance.

As the Housing Minister clearly indicated recently at the 
meeting in London, a high bar has been set on this issue and 
any attempt to circumnavigate the Governments housing need 
will face a high degree of scrutiny.  

Therefore, it is this Council’s view that any attempt produce an 
assessment that sought to produce a lower housing need would 
be costly and likely to be abortive.  

The likelihood is that we will face considerable challenge that 
our targets are too low as the Governments targets are the 
‘minimum starting point’ and the development industry will be 
seeking higher targets.  
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7. Labour

Cllr Tariq

In these times of austerity and cut backs to public services, 
volunteers are key to sustainable communities.  We need a 
volunteering culture.  What contribution can Bury Council make, 
recognising that the expertise of its staff would be invaluable to 
community groups?      Cllr Whitby  

Bury Council is committed to developing and sustaining the 
Voluntary, Community and Faith sector (VCF) in Bury the 
Council have allocated £500,000 one off, none recurring funding 
to the VCFA to become an infrastructure organisation to that 
supports and develops a strong and sustainable VCF sector. One 
of the key priorities identified for the VCFA is to develop a 
volunteer strategy for Bury which organisations including the 
Council and groups in the VCF sector can sign up to. The 
development of the strategy will be supported by the Council 
and other key partners.

In November 2018 a Volunteer Coordinator was appointed by 
the VCFA whose work will include formulating a volunteer 
strategy, helping promote, support, retain and recruit 
volunteers whilst also connecting volunteers to placements, 
support groups and organisations who may have a role for a 
volunteer (s). 

So far a number of positive actions have been developed for 
example a monthly Volunteer bulletin has been established 
which is distributed to over 300 recipients and a web based 
volunteer recruitment platform known as Volunteer connect has 
been purchased. This is integrated into the VCFA website to 
support volunteering in Bury.

There is a commitment to have an annual event where 
information and best practice is shared together about 
Volunteering.  The first of these events took place on the 27th 
March in the Elizabethan Suite. The event took the form of a 
market Place with over 50 voluntary, community and faith 
organisations that are based in Bury which have volunteering 
opportunities available.  This allowed the participating 
organisations a chance to promote their work and engage with 
the public about volunteering opportunities. The event was 
supported by the Council and was an extremely well attended 
event and successful in showcasing the excellent work done by 
volunteers and to highlight the role that volunteers play with 
the Borough.

There is also a commitment to have an ‘annual appraisal of the 
state of the voluntary and community sector which is the 
lifeblood of our borough. Currently the figures reveal that there 
are over 70,000 volunteers in Bury giving over 65,000 hours per 
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week. At minimum wage that is a contribution of £487,000 per 
week, over £23 million per annum.

As mentioned previously all of the great work being developed 
by the VCFA is supported by the Council and to further show our 
commitment to volunteering and how important we feel it is to 
our communities and to sustain our community, voluntary and 
faith groups; the Council are currently developing a 
volunteering policy, which we hope to launch within the next 
couple of months, which will enable and encourage staff to 
volunteer in the community.’
                                                                                                 

8. Labour

Cllr Kelly

The Budget council meeting approved funding for IT in the 
borough. Can the leader update us on the initial priorities for 
this spending?   Cllr Jamie Walker 

   The initial priorities are as follows:

 First priority is to give staff the kit they need to work 
effectively. For example, the social care staff working out 
of the new Integrated Neighbourhood Working hubs have 
been allocated lightweight laptops that give them ready 
access to their systems and allow them to work in a 
mobile way alongside District Nurses and GPs.  

 In parallel to the equipment being upgraded Wifi coverage 
is being improved across all council buildings. Wifi is 
available in specific areas but this needs to be extended to 
cover all parts of a building. We are currently identifying 
the location of where additional transmission boxes need 
to be located.

 There are some parts of the IT Infrastructure that are 
approaching the end of their serviceable life, particularly 
older versions of the Windows Operating system. These 
upgrades are being progressed as a matter of urgency to 
maintain the required levels of resilience and security.

 We are looking at some of the corporate systems to allow 
new ways of working to generate efficiencies.

Finally, projects are currently in design to reach and encourage 
the digitally excluded and will be aligned to the laptops situated 
in each ward.                               

9. Lib Dem

Cllr Shori

Could the Leader inform members what advice the Council is 
receiving around a potential different ways Britain might leave 
the European Union, including a ’no-deal’ Brexit? What plans is 
the Council making to prepare for different Brexit outcomes? 

The Council has been using several sources of advice in order to 
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prepare for Brexit.  Preparations have concentrated on a worst 
case scenario of “no deal”.  This takes account of the widest and 
most challenging range of impacts, allowing relevant 
preparations to be made which can readily be adapted to take 
account of the whichever Brexit deal is ultimately adopted.

The main source of formal advice comes from the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG).  This 
identifies the following work streams:

1. Local authority statutory and regulatory services
2. Borders (not particularly relevant to Bury but Bury 

does have part ownership of Manchester airport and 
has received reassurances that appropriate planning 
is taking place)

3. Supply chains
4. Data handling
5. Local partnership working
6. Communications

Bury is working closely other North West Authorities and the 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA).  Feedback to 
MHCLG on developments is collated by the Civil Contingencies 
Resilience Unit (CCRU) for the Manchester Authorities.  This is 
then fed into a North West return via Liverpool.

The government also has a “local government Brexit 
preparedness” website that provides more detailed guidance on 
specific areas and for specific services.  Bury services are aware 
of this guidance and are working to implement it.

Further guidance has been made available through the Local 
Government Association, which has done an analysis of the 
impact of changes to legislation and what it will mean to 
Councils.  Locally, Greater Manchester Combined Authority 
(GMCA) is providing advice and guidance to assist in sharing 
good practice within the region.

A group consisting of representatives from each of the Council’s 
departments plus key services has been meeting to coordinate 
preparations.  

Each Council service has been asked to undertake a Brexit 
impact assessment to identify local issues and necessary 
adaptations or mitigations.  Services have also been asked to 
report upwards where they identify any issues that may have an 
impact beyond their own work or for which they require higher 
level assistance.

In addition to preparing services for Brexit, The Council is 
providing information and developing support arrangements for 
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local businesses and communities.  It is also working with 
Greater Manchester Police in order to provide support should 
any issues of civil unrest or crime arise in relation to Brexit.                                                                                                      

10 Conservativ
e

Cllr O’brien

Why has the Leader supported a 19 year length for the GMSF 
rather than the minimum 15 years and will the start date of the 
GMSF be backdated to allow for homes currently being 
developed to be included in the housing numbers contained 
within the document? Cllr.J.Daly   

The GMSF covers the 19 year period up to 2037 as this is 
stipulated in national planning guidance which states that plans 
should cover a period of at least 15 years on adoption.

The intention is for the plan to be submitted to the Government 
for Examination in 2020 but the timetable thereafter is dictated 
by the Government.  It is the Council’s view that the 
Government should allow for an extensive period for public 
Examination, which the proposed timeframe allows – however - 
this will be dictated by the Government’s Planning Inspectors. 

I can confirm that the GMSF process allows for all new homes 
built within the plan period to be netted off the total target.  

                                                                             

11. Labour 

Cllr Quinn

Following the strikes by schoolchildren and students over 
Climate Change what is Bury doing to listen and engage 
with our young people?   Cllr Preston

The Council will hold the first ever schools environment 
conference in Bury. Invites will be sent to schools and we 
will listen to what our young people have to say.

12. Labour

Cllr Kelly

Can the leader update me on the progress of the Victoria Wood 
statue due to be placed in Bury Town Centre     Cllr Hayes

I am pleased to be able to tell you the statue will be unveiled on 
Friday 17th May, in Library Gardens in the town centre. The 
statue was commissioned by Victoria’s brother, Chris Foote-
Wood, members of Victoria’s literary estate and Bury Council. 
We’ve been working very closely with them and the sculpture, 
Graham Ibbeson, since the end of 2016 to help make a success 
of this lasting tribute to one of the UK’s greatest comedians. 

13 Conservativ
e

Could the Leader confirm how the figure of 2,000 homes being 
offset from Bury’s new homes target to neighbouring 
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Cllr O’Brien
authorities was calculated and which Council’s outside of GM 
have Bury MBC approached to offset further numbers from the 
Borough’s housing requirement? Cllr J.Daly 

Collectively, across Greater Manchester, the GMSF plan needs to 
be able to demonstrate that the Government’s collective 
minimum target of 201,000 homes is being met.

The vast majority of this need is being met through existing 
supply within the urban area, particularly within Manchester 
and Salford.  

However, there is still a requirement to release some Green Belt 
land if we are to fully meet this minimum target over the plan 
period. 

A rigorous site selection process has been used to identify the 
most sustainable and appropriate sites against a set criteria 
across Greater Manchester.   

The result of this work means that there are variations in the 
proposed housing targets for each district – with five districts 
having a target higher than the Governments figure.  

Bury is one of the other five districts that has a lower target and 
the site selection process means that we have been able to 
reduce our Government target of 11,500 by 2,000, reducing the 
amount of Green Belt required.  

We will continue to work to minimise Green Belt loss as the 
GMSF moves forward.

However, it should be noted that the GMSF does not distinguish 
which of the districts is specifically taking Bury’s needs, as this 
is not needed to be specified within a joint plan.                                                       

14 Labour

Cllr Kelly

Can the leader tell us what progress has been made on the 
Partnership Anti-Poverty Strategy since it was approved last 
year?  Cllr McGill

There has been a great deal of activity during 2018 to 2019 and 
excellent progress has been made around the three priorities. 

Under “Early Intervention and Prevention” a £200,000 anti-
poverty and homeless fund has been established to provide 
support such as a Citizen’s Advice Bureau debt advisor based at 
Whittaker Street to help vulnerable people, dedicated support 
officers for care leavers, a tenancy sustainment officer to help 
vulnerable people maintain their properties and a digital 
training programme to help residents access digital services.
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Under Financial Inclusion and Resilience, 71 vulnerable 
households have been referred to the Local Energy Advice 
Programme for free installation of efficiency measures including 
draft proofing.  A further 17 have been approved for free central 
heating systems and 10 installations have been completed so 
far. The small debt collection process has been amended, so 
residents in receipt of Council Tax Support are no longer 
referred through to the final stage of bailiff action (i.e. doorstep 
collection), to help relieve anxiety and better support them. 
Also care leavers up to the age of 21 are now exempt from 
paying Council Tax, to help them manage the social and 
financial transition from local authority care to independent 
living.

Under “Developing Skills and Increasing Employability,” a Work 
and Health Programme has been set up to increase support to 
people with ill health or a disability and reduce sickness levels. 
352 residents have received help over the last 12 months and 
34 are now back in work. £50,000 has been secured in March 
2019 to incentivise small businesses in the Borough to take on 
apprenticeships with priority given to vulnerable groups and 
people living in deprived areas) - two expressions of interest 
have been received so far.  Also Employers in Education is now 
established in Bury, to help shape and influence the labour 
market for the next generation.  

15. Labour 

Cllr Simpson

Can the leader tell us about the new bespoke programme for 
year 5 primary school children called Fuel and Move which is a 
service created by the Bury Sports and Physical Activity Service 
in partnership with Bury Lifestyles service?   Cllr Leach

‘Fuel and Move’ is a new programme which aims to increase 
both nutritional and physical activity awareness amongst 
primary school aged children in Year 5, with the belief that 
learning will impact healthy behaviours prior to the Year 6 
National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP).

It provides cross-curricular links with PE, Science and Personal 
Social Health Education using physical activity to explain how 
food fuels the body. 

The sessions will be delivered over 6 weeks, an hour each week 
within the curriculum meeting the guidelines set in the Pupil 
School Sport Premium. Sessions are fun, active, and engaging.

Each week there is a new food focus; these are then built upon 
and consolidated over the 6 week course, Games and activities 
are used along with customised visual cues to link the healthy 
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eating messages to real experience.

We would encourage all Members to influence primary schools 
in their respective wards to get in touch with Bury Council 
Sports and Physical Activity Service and buy into the 
programme.

16. Conservativ
e

Cllr O’Brien

What are the benefits and risks of Bury pursuing its own Local 
Plan outside of the GMSF? Cllr N.Jones
                                                                      
As previously discussed, the GMSF process gives the Council a 
joint plan whereby we are able to offset some of our 
Government housing targets to other Greater Manchester 
districts.

This is much easier to do within a joint plan rather than trying 
to offset housing needs to specific districts that may be 
progressing plans within different timeframes and where formal 
agreements are required.   

It should be noted that the same level of housing and other 
strategic issues would still need to be covered in a stand alone 
Bury Local Plan but with difficulties in getting districts to 
formally agree to take some of our need. 

It is also much easier to plan for major strategic infrastructure 
that transcends district boundaries within a joint plan, such as 
public transport and highway investment priorities.  This is 
particularly important for Bury given the aspirations to deliver 
the Northern Gateway proposals along with Rochdale.

As it stands, the Council is continuing to progress the Local Plan 
alongside the GMSF to deal with less strategic but nevertheless 
important issues to our Borough, including local policies that 
will seek to address affordable housing or local heritage issues 
for example. 

17. Labour

Cllr Simpson

Can the leader tell us the outcome of and next steps with the 
loneliness seminar which took place in March?  Cllr Leach

The Loneliness and Social Isolation community workshop took 
place on Sunday 17th March 2019 at St Bernadette’s Social 
Centre in Whitefield. Over 70 people attended and were 
provided with information regarding the approach to be taken 
to start to tackle all age loneliness and social isolation in Bury. 
The approach has adopted the banner of;   # Let’s Talk 
Loneliness Bury.

People who attended the workshop took part in 2 facilitated 
activities and a number of key themes emerged. Following on 
from this a similar workshop aimed at professional staff across 
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health and social care, wider public sector and voluntary 
community and faith sector colleagues is being set up for the 
May/ June 2019 which will follow a very similar format. 

The information supplied at the professional workshop will be 
added to the information from the community workshop and a 
report produced. This report will be used to build the detailed 
actions for the delivery plan. It will also form the basis of a pilot 
to be trialled in the Whitefield and Prestwich area, which is 
hoped to be the blueprint for Bury and potentially wider.

The # Let’s Talk Loneliness Bury strategy and action plan will be 
brought under the umbrella approach of Friendly Bury and the 
delivery plan will be monitored and reviewed on a regular basis. 

18 Lib Dem

Cllr Briggs

Could the Leader inform members on the number of visits to 
Libraries across Bury since the shift to just four Libraries with 
reduced opening hours? How does this figure compare to visits 
to libraries when there were 17 libraries? Cllr D’Albert                                                                                                                                                     

In 2018, there were 323,100 visits reflecting the first full year 
with four libraries. This compares with 681,350 visits in 2017 
when the closures began to be introduced, 725,520 in 2016, and 
795,200 in 2015.

19. Conservativ
e

Cllr O’Brien

Of the total number of deliverable homes on brownfield sites 
contained within the GMSF how many of these properties will be 
built by the Council and over what period of time? Cllr J.Harris

 Work is underway to establish the quantum of housing 
delivered on the Council owned Brownfield sites.  It is the 
intention that some of the sites (where appropriate) will be 
built by the Council to deliver affordable housing whilst others 
will be developed through a JV to secure additional financial 
returns to the council.  

Once the programme is established and fully costed the Council 
will be in a better position to provide detailed numbers. 
                                                                                 

20. Labour

Cllr Quinn

Since the welcome development of the new Rock, workers and 
shoppers are now using the lower Walmersley area to park for 
free, resulting in a significant lack of parking for local people. 
Can the leader tell us what action the council is going to take to 
alleviate the situation?                                          Cllr Walmsley  

The Badger Street area to the east of the bottom section of 
Walmersley Road has been identified as a possible location for 
the introduction of a resident’s only scheme following previous 
requests from residents.  No consultation with residents has yet 
taken place as Transportation Services are currently processing 
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other resident’s only schemes.  It is anticipated that the 
required resources will become available to move onto this area 
within the next 6 months.  

21. Conservativ
e

Cllr O’brien

Could the Leader, with reference to the Council’s Growth 
Strategy, confirm how many new homes are estimated to be 
built in Bury, Radcliffe and Prestwich Town Centres over the 
lifetime of the GMSF? Cllr.K.Hussain  
           
The Council’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
sets out the number of new homes that are expected to be 
delivered on all available sites in the Borough.

This shows that around 4,700 new homes can be delivered over 
the GMSF plan period.  Of these, some 1,097 are envisaged to be 
delivered in the centres of Bury, Radcliffe and Prestwich (705, 
90 and 302 respectively).

However, it should be noted that work is continuing to examine 
and assess the development potential within these towns – and 
elsewhere in the Borough – to determine if there is additional 
capacity.  This work will feed into the update of the Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment, which in turn, will inform 
the GMSF and Local Plan going forward.

22. Conservativ
e
Cllr O’brien

How are the Council proposing to ensure that truly affordable 
starter homes, social housing and a variety of properties for our 
older residents are built during the lifetime of the GMSF? Cllr 
M.Hankey    
                            
Both the GMSF and Bury’s own Local Plan will be introducing 
new planning policies that will require new developments to 
provide a mix of house types, sizes and tenures to meet the 
various needs of different households.  

This will include new affordable housing policies that will 
require specific needs that reflect up to date evidence on 
specific needs at the time of the planning application.

The Council will also continue to work with Homes England and 
housing associations to bring forward sites for development 
that meet local needs.  Likewise, through the work of Six Town 
Housing, the Council will seek to address the housing needs of 
our residents to ensure that they all have access to safe, decent 
and secure homes.  

23 Lib Dem

Cllr Simpson

Statistics published this week by Public Health England have 
revealed that 20% of children aged 10-11 across England are 
obese. Could the Leader inform members how well Bury is 
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performing in tackling childhood obesity?    Cllr Pickstone 

 In Bury, 21.3% of children aged 10-11 are classed as obese 
which is slightly above the national average.  Bury ranks 8 out 
of 16 compared to statistically similar areas. There has been a 
generally rising trend in England and Bury over the last 10 
years.            

24 Lib Dem

Cllr Tariq

Could the Leader inform members on how the public can be 
aware of how individual Councillors’ ‘delegated budgets’ have 
been spent? What monies, by ward, remain unspent at 31 March 
2019?                Cllr D’Albert

The Elected Member Discretionary Budgets were introduced in 
December 2017 as part of the implementation of the wider 
Neighbourhood Engagement Framework for Bury, which is 
delivering innovative new approaches to engaging communities 
and enabling local people to help themselves and others. Each 
Elected Member is allocated a budget (£500 in 2017/18 and 
£1000 2018/19) which they can utilise at their discretion to 
support local projects and initiatives within their ward and 
wider Township. 

Members have a pre-paid payment card which gives them 
autonomy in allocating the funding as required. Each Member 
then has a ‘Funding Audit Sheet’ which they use to track their 
spend, where they will include details of the group or persons 
the money has been allocated to and the reason for the 
allocation. The pre-paid card provider also provides full details 
of expenditure for each budget on a ‘portal’ which is managed 
and monitored by officers within the Neighbourhood 
Engagement Team. This information is open to the public upon 
request. 

As part of the development of a new ‘Grants Information Page’ 
on the “One Community” digital platform, the Council will also 
be publishing case studies of where the discretionary budgets 
have been utilised to support locally led projects across each 
Ward.

The breakdown of expenditure in each of the Borough’s 17 
wards is too long to read out here, but I can provide the 
information to any member who requires it. In total, £76,500 
has been allocated to members.
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Ward details Amount spent to date Amount 
remaining

Bury East Wards
   Moorside £2145 £2355

Redvales Ward £3200 £1300
East Ward £1415.26 £1984.74

Total £2145 £5639.74
Bury West Wards

Elton Ward £2985.44 £1014.26
Church Ward £2151 £2349

Total £5136.44 £3363.26
RTNM Wards

Ramsbottom £950 £3050
North Manor £4216 £2912
Tottington £4500 £0

Total £9666 £5962
Radcliffe Wards

North £2780.52 £1219.48
West £300 £4200
East £3254.46 £1225.50

Total £6334.98 £6644.98
Whitefield & Unsworth Wards

Pilkington Park £880 £2120
Besses £1727.81 £2772.19

Unsworth £900 £3600
Total £3507.81 £8492.19

Prestwich Wards
St Marys £689 £1811
Sedgley £1515.20 £1484.80
Holyrood £3000 £000.38

Total £3507.81 £8492

                                                                                     

27 Lib Dem

Cllr Briggs

Can the Leader inform members what the Council are doing 
about the turmoil faced by some parents with some schools 
taking Easter holidays as suggested by the Council and some 
taking it as the later Easter bank holidays? This has left a 
number of parents unable to plan anything for Easter with some 
of their children off these weeks and others off the subsequent 
weeks.    Cllr S Wright             

The Local authority has worked with the other nine Greater 
Manchester authorities in recent years to ensure a consistent 
holiday pattern to reduce the potential disparities between 
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schools both within each local authority, and across local 
authority boundaries. A key feature of the pattern is to ensure 
that the length of each school half term is balanced to enable 
more effective delivery of the curriculum.

This standard pattern has been observed by the majority of 
schools in the majority of GM authorities for several years. The 
pattern does not however extend to other neighbouring LA’s 
outside GM.

The pattern for the 2018/19 academic year was published two 
years ago and, in order to ensure consistent term lengths whilst 
accommodating the very late Easter Bank Holidays, did provide 
for two weeks to be taken at the start of April, with the bank 
holiday weekend then following a week later.

Some schools that have the discretion to do so, have chosen to 
disregard the standard pattern for the purpose of Easter 2019, 
and schools in non GM authorities may be working to a different 
pattern, thereby resulting in some schools having different 
holidays. 

The local authority will continue to work with other GM 
authorities to agree a standard pattern for future years, and to 
encourage all schools to follow that pattern, to reduce the 
likelihood of a repeat of the experience for Easter 2019.   

28 Lib Dem

Cllr O’Brien

Could the Council inform members on how long the commercial 
property owned by the Council in Lytham St Annes has been 
vacant? What are the monthly costs of maintaining the vacant 
property?     Cllr S Wright 

The property has been vacant since May 2018, 11 months.

The Holding cost are approx.
Standing Charges for Services  -  £500 
Business Rates  - £2169 per month

The property is being actively marketed by both national agents 
and local agents.
You will be aware that the High Streets across the country are 
struggling with many business’ closing down or rationalising 
their portfolios.
Appointed  agents are regularly reviewing their marketing 
strategy to ensure the property is re-let as soon as possible.


